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	SCOPE:  General Administrative

	PURPOSE:  To define and outline the procedure for obtaining proper informed consent and enrolling the student as a patient of the School-Based Health Center (SBHC)


POLICY:

Students under 18 years of age must have parent/guardian consent as defined below.  Students over 18 years of age may provide their own consent for services.

Parental consent is necessary for enrollment in the clinic.  Once enrolled in the clinic, parental consent for individual services may be waived under special circumstances as outlined in the policy regarding Student Rights.  Despite parental consent, students also retain the right to refuse services or treatment at any given encounter.

PROCEDURE:

Students under 18 years of age need to have a written consent and health history on file with the Wellness Center.  Consent forms will be distributed to non-enrolled students at the beginning of each school year or through special mailings/distribution of consent forms.  The schools will assist the SBHC in distributing enrollment information to incoming, new, and transfer students throughout the school year.

If a child has an acute need, verbal parental consent may be obtained by phone and witnessed by two staff members.  The child will be given a blank consent to complete and return.  If the child continues to utilize the Wellness Center without providing a written parental consent, a letter will be sent to the parents explaining that completing the written consent form is policy for this clinic.

If a child is over 18 years old, he/she may provide his/her own consent.  The child will be encouraged to review the entire form with his/her parent or guardian.  The importance of a complete and accurate health history will be emphasized.

The SBHC will recognize state law regarding consent for minors:


-  If a minor is a ward of the court, in a foster home, etc, the representative of the agency


    responsible for the child must sign.


-  If parents are deceased, the legal guardian must sign.


-  If parents are divorced, the one having legal custody must sign.


-  If parents are separated, the one responsible for the care of the child must sign, but it is 


    preferable to obtain both parents’ consent if possible.

Once a consent is in place, it will follow the child through high school. Parents will be asked to complete a brief update of information form each school-year.   If parents wish to withdraw the consent, they should inform the clinic in writing.  If custody or guardianship changes, the person giving original consent or the person with current guardianship must contact the clinic, and a new consent should be completed.

Despite standing parental consent, the clinic staff will not override the adolescent’s independent rights.  The patient has the right to verbally accept or refuse treatment at each encounter.

Enrollment information will be checked prior to each medical visit.

The SBHC staff will ensure that the appropriate documentation is completed and filed in the patient’s chart.
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