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SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Infectious Waste Disposal
POLICY STATEMENT

It is the policy of the School-Based Health Center to store infectious waste in: closeable containers, constructed to contain all contents and prevent leakage of fluids, labeled or color coded and closed prior to removal. SBHCs are to follow state and federal requirements on disposal. 

Summary of Federal Requirements (2012)
On the Federal level, the storage and management of medical waste is primarily regulated by OSHA. 

The OSHA regulations only apply to human blood, human infectious wastes, and human pathological wastes. 

Under OSHA: 

· contaminated reusable sharps must be placed in containers that are: puncture resistant; labeled or color coded; and leak-proof on the sides and bottom, 

· reusable sharps that are contaminated with blood or other potentially infectious materials must not be stored or processed in a manner that requires employees to reach by hand into the containers, 

· specimens of blood or other potentially infectious material are required to be placed in a container that is labeled and color coded and closed prior to being stored, transported or shipped, 

· contaminated sharps must be placed in containers that are: closeable, puncture resistant, leak-proof on sides and bottoms, and labeled or color coded, 

· regulated wastes (liquid or semi-liquid blood or other potentially infectious materials, contaminated items that would release blood or other potentially infectious materials in a liquid or semi-liquid state if compressed; items that are caked with dried blood or other potentially infectious materials and are capable of releasing these materials during handling, contaminated sharps, and pathological and microbiological wastes containing blood or other potentially infectious materials) must be placed in containers that are: closeable, constructed to contain all contents and prevent leakage of fluids, labeled or color coded, closed prior to removal, 

· all bins, pails, cans, and similar receptacles intended for reuse, that have the likelihood of becoming contaminated with blood or other potentially infectious materials are required to be inspected and decontaminated on a regularly scheduled basis, 

· labels affixed to containers of regulated wastes, refrigerators and freezers containing blood or other potentially infectious materials, and other containers used to store, transport, or ship blood or other potentially infectious materials must: include the biohazard symbol, be fluorescent orange or orange-red or predominantly so, with lettering and symbols in contrasting color; and affixed as closely as possible to the container by adhesive or wire to prevent loss or removal. 

PROCEDURE 

Biohazard Containers are clearly marked with biohazard sticker and red bags.

When a biohazard container is ready for disposal, the medical provider should seal the container with tape, making sure that the top of the container is taped down securely and brought to the SBHC administrative office for disposal.

At the end of every school year, all infectious waste (sharps) containers are brought to SBHC administrative office.

The containers are transported for proper disposal in their biohazard material system.

See the sponsoring agency’s Exposure Control Plan for more specific information regarding procedures to promote safe work practices.

