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SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Medication Dispensing, Administration & Distribution 

POLICY STATEMENT

SBHC teams will follow state licensure rules regarding dispensing, administration, and distribution of medications in School-Based Health Centers (SBHCs). For purposes of definition, administration of a medication is considered the immediate use of the medication (regardless of route of administration) by the patient in the nurse's or mid‑level providers' presence. Administration does not include additional doses or uses of the medication after the patient leaves the SBHC. Distribution is less clearly defined by the Board of Pharmacy. Dispensing refers to medications given to the patient to take outside the clinic.  
(STATE LAWS AND DEFINITIONS MAY BE DIFFERENT.)

PROCEDURE

Nurse Practitioners (NP) and Physician’s Assistants (PA) may prescribe or administer medications to clients as long as the drug is on the provider's formulary.  (State dependent.)

Registered Nurses (RN) and Licensed Practical Nurses (LPN) may order, administer and distribute according to physician or mid​level provider orders, departmental standing orders, and state pharmacy laws.

NP's, PA's, RN's and LPN's may distribute prepared prescriptions delivered from the pharmacy to the client via the SBHC. Health Assistants (HA) and Office Assistants (OA) may not administer, distribute, or dispense medication to clients except as outlined in sponsoring agency policies and procedures.

HA's and OA's may observe a patient taking the patient's own prescription for purposes of documentation when appropriate, (i.e., Direct Observed Therapy for Tuberculosis medication treatment).

NP's and PA's are authorized to give prepackaged prescription medication samples labeled "SAMPLE, NOT FOR RESALE" as long as the medication is not repackaged and is on the provider's formulary.

SBHC personnel may not repackage or re‑label any prescription or non‑prescription medication for patient use outside the SBHC.


