



 (Program Title)

SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Non-Enrolled Student

POLICY STATEMENT

Since the School-Based Health Center (SBHC) is located within the school, access to its services need to be restricted to students enrolled in the school. For the security of the enrolled students and school personnel, each school principal has the right to limit building access. Students who are actively enrolled in the SBHC will be given priority; however, there may be instances when medical conditions warrant exceptions to this policy.  

The decision to provide services to a non-enrolled student at a SBHC should be based on:

· Lack of student resources elsewhere

· Provider Caseload

· Clinic Capacity

· Principal

PROCEDURE
Exceptions to the Policy
Matriculating Students, Withdrawing Students (Graduating from or withdrawing from Grade School, Middle School or High School)

It is expected that students will be linked with resources in the community prior to their graduation. A clear plan should be made and documented in the chart for efficient transfer of care.  If care cannot be transferred, the case should be debriefed involving all team members. In the rare instances when this has not occurred, the student may be seen for a single visit on site at the SBHC for the purpose of transferring care to another provider or completing an ongoing service (e.g., completing the Hepatitis B series). 

School Personnel

SBHC personnel may provide consultation to school personnel regarding health conditions, limited acute care and assistance with self‑care (e.g. provide first aid supplies). In the interest of protecting the confidentiality of student clients, however, the SBHC should limit the presence of school personnel during student contact hours.  SBHC medical providers must operate within their scope of practice and under no circumstances should ongoing health conditions of school personnel be followed exclusively by SBHC staff.  

Students enrolled in other schools

Students from other schools may be seen in the SBHC only when an agreement has been reached between the on site principal, the principal of the outside school and the SBHC sponsoring agency. 

Middle School Students seen at the High School SBHC

Middle school students, who are referred to the high school site by middle school site staff or faculty (for example (e.g.), school nurse, counselors, teachers, administrators,) may be seen at the high school SBHC. This service may include delivery of prescriptions or administration of prescription injectable medication.  Law regarding age of consent must be followed.

Special Education 

The school nurse should be the primary case manager while the special education student is in school attendance and, as such, maintains an individualized care plan for clients with special medical conditions.  These students usually have a primary care provider; therefore, the SBHC should be seen as a secondary care provider on an as-needed basis only.  In those instances where confidential services are requested from the SBHC, the provider must weigh the following considerations:

· Is the student able to consent to care both by age and mental capacity?

· Is it possible to involve a parent or guardian in the student’s care?

· How will the care affect ongoing treatment by the primary care provider?  A two-way release of information between the primary care provider and the SBHC is strongly encouraged for these students.

Non‑Enrolled Partners of Enrolled Students

There will be times when a non‑enrolled person may have valuable input to the care of an enrolled SBHC student. Providers may choose to interview these individuals at the SBHC. It is recommended that these appointments are scheduled after the close of the school day and school policy regarding guests should be followed. Information from these visits will be documented in the SBHC patient record. These individuals will not become SBHC patients (such as in the treatment of Sexually Transmitted Diseases/Infections (STD/STI) and should not be treated as such. 


