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SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Teacher Consultations and Child Observation

(Adapted from King George County School Division Plan for
Academic Support for Student Success)
POLICY STATEMENT

SBHC will consult with teachers and utilize Child Observations when additional assessment is clinically indicated.

PROCEDURE

Definition

A Child Observation is a strengths-based form of ongoing assessment where a SBHC staffperson observes and documents a student in the classroom situation as well as outside of the classroom situation for the insights that might be gained.

Parent/guardian consent is required to conduct a Child Observation.

A meeting to discuss a potential Child Observation occurs after a request has been made to the SBHC staffperson from a teacher, parent or other appropriate source.   

At this meeting, SBHC staff collect descriptive information including the child’s name, date of birth, parents’ names, and contact information; the referring clinician; the location, date and time of the actual observation; and the name of the teacher or any other staff involved with the child?

Clear goals and purposes of the Observation are identified and recorded.

Specific target behaviors (both adaptive and maladaptive) are determined.

SBHC staffperson data from any previous observations performed.

If Observation takes place in a classroom, the teacher is interviewed.  Any reports of problem behaviors, academic difficulties, suspected triggers, current consequences, past or current interventions need to be documented.

Document and describe classroom environment including number of students and staff in the classroom; the size and shape of the classroom; the location of furniture/equipment, seating arrangements and placement of the child; whether there is distracting stimuli, background noises, or outside class interruptions.

Document whether traffic patterns are well-defined and safe and if there are established routines for toileting, drinks, snack time, etc.

Note if the class rules and consequences are posted in a visible location and if the rules are reinforced.

During the actual Child observation, document the following:

· What classes, lessons, or tasks occurred during the observation period?

· What evaluation procedures were used and are they described?

· What were the results of the observation?

· Describe the severity, frequency, and duration of the target behaviors

· Describe the antecedents and consequences of the observed behaviors

· Support all statements with data from the observation

· Are the results of the observation reliable and valid?

· Was the child’s behavior during the observation representative of this

child’s behavior in this context more generally?

The results of the Observation should be incorporated into a list of recommendations to share with the teachers and school personnel. 

A copy of the Observation should be sent to the parents with an offer to meet with the SBHC provider in order to review the results.

Determine whether a follow-up school observation warranted.

Place a copy of the Observation in the student’s SBHC file.


