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SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Health Information Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA)
(Adapted from UNM Department of Pediatrics, Envision NM Program and NASBHC, http://www.nasbhc.org/site/c.jsJPKWPFJrH/b.2564543/apps/s/content.asp?ct=3875729)

)
POLICY STATEMENT

In compliance with HIPAA, the SBHC assures that individual students’ health information is properly protected while allowing the flow of health information needed to provide and promote high quality school-based health care.
PROCEDURE

Definition

The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), Public

Law 104-191, was enacted on August 21, 1996.  It establishes, for the first time, a set of national standards for the protection of certain health information. The standards address the use and disclosure of individuals’ health information—called

“protected health information” by organizations subject to the Privacy Rule — called

“covered entities,” as well as standards for individuals' privacy rights to understand

and control how their health information is used. 

All SBHC staff are required to obtain authorization in order to use or disclose protected health information for any purpose. 

A parent is the personal representative of a minor who is not emancipated. A student who is age 18 or older, or is emancipated, is considered to be an individual with rights. 

Individual students have access to their own protected health information. For unemancipated minors, parents have that access as personal representatives. 

If state or other law explicitly requires information to be disclosed to a parent, the Rule allows the School-Based Health Care provider to comply with that law and to disclose the information.

